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Head On, 2010 © Bruce Gilden 

 

FORMAT announces programme highlights and street photography theme 
for 5th edition of festival 

FORMAT 2011, the UK’s leading international festival of contemporary photography and related media announces  
its programme for its 5th edition, which takes place at various venues in and around Derby, 4th March-3rd April, 2011. 
This year’s theme, Right Here Right Now: exposures from the public realm, is curated around the resurgence of 
street photography, and investigates the social and political worlds of the public realm. 

The Festival is organised in two strands, FOCUS and EXPOSURE. FOCUS will show curated exhibitions and new 
commissions by leading international artists. Highlights include the FORMAT11 Commission by Magnum 
photographer Bruce Gilden at Derby Museum and Art Gallery. Outside in Derby Market Place, Magnum Photos 
and FORMAT in association with Birmingham National Photography Archive, will present a major survey show of  
140 large scale street photos by leading Magnum photographers, including Constantine Manos, Richard Kalvar, 
Raymond Depardon, Chris Steele Perkins, Bruno Barbey, Trent Park and Alex Webb.  

Woman Cart Pusher ©  Raghu Rai, 
Delhi 1979 

Coming Soon © Trent Park © Katrin Koenning 
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As part of this premier strand, QUAD Art Gallery will show works of international significance in a variety of media, 
from world-renowned photographers such as Amy Stein, Joel Meyerowitz, Michael Wolf, Zhao Liang, Polly 
Braden, Raghu Rai, and Wassink Lundgren. Street photography collective In- Public will showcase 40 works by 
their top photographers at Derby Museum and Art Gallery.  
 
Raghu Rai’s Invocation to India will be showing at the New Art Exchange, Nottingham during the Festival. Organised 
in association with FORMAT and Aicon Gallery, this is the first solo museum show of the acclaimed Indian 
photographer to take place in the UK.  
 
EXPOSURE will feature work by some 50 of the most exciting new photographers from around the world, alongside 
public participation projects. Iranian artist Mehraneh Atashi’s Tehran’s Self Portraits explores life in a city undergoing 
rapid change. Vidisha Saini’s series Pratibimb presents portraits of a cluster of lower caste communities in India, 
nomadic costumed artists going door-to-door. Street Life shows work by young people from Derby working 
collaboratively with counterparts from the Seagull Foundation for the Arts in Kolkata, India, whose work consists of 
immediate responses to seeing each others’ cities through the camera.  
 

China or Traffic Light © Stephen McLaren 
 

Tehran’s Self Portraits © Mehraneh 
Atashi 2008 

a diptych from the Street Life project 
 

 
Mob FORMAT is an international Mass submission online project in association with Flickr. Submissions will be 
shown on the BBC Big Screen in Derby Market Place, and on mobile screens around Derby, while a Hype-style 
gallery in a central pop-up location will print and display the best submissions daily in a constantly-evolving 
exhibition.   
 
The exhibition programme will be accompanied by an extensive series of events, which include the Festival 
conference Right Here Right Now; portfolio reviews with reviewers from around the world; talks and workshops  
by leading international artists and practitioners, Festival tours, the Portfolio Awards, and the comedy performance  
Al Pitcher’s Picture Show.  
 
A selection of films that have influenced street photography and vice versa will be screened at QUAD cinemas 
throughout the Festival. 
 
FORMAT is curated by Louise Clements and organised by QUAD in partnership with: Derby City Council, Derby 
University, Derby Museums,; and supported by Arts Council of England, Magnum, Troika Editions, Esmee Fairbairn 
Foundation, Blurb, Foto8, Shoot Experience, New Art Exchange, Aicon, In-Public, Birmingham Photo Archive, 
Photo-Festivals, British Journal of Photography and John E. Wright. 
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Programme Highlights: FOCUS 
 

Bruce Gilden: Head On 
FORMAT11 Commission 
Derby Museum and Art Gallery 

 

Street Photography 
Magnum Photos / FORMAT / Birmingham Photography Archive 
Derby Market Place 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Head On, 2010 © Bruce Gilden 

Bruce Gilden (USA b. 1946) has been a member of Magnum, the acclaimed 
international photographers’ co-operative, since 1998, and has won numerous 
international awards. Over the last forty years his fascination for strong 
characters and individual peculiarities has brought him up close to his native 
New Yorkers through to Irish horse racing fans and Japanese mafia gangs.  As 
Gilden explains, ‘I'm known for taking pictures very close, and the older I get, 
the closer I get.’ In this exhibition, a unique commission for FORMAT, he turns 
his lens on Derby.  The exhibition will feature a special documentary of Bruce 
Gilden taking street photographs in Derby 

 

 
American Colour © Constantine Manos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A major survey show of 140 large scale street photos by seven leading Magnum 
photographers and social documentarists, including Constantine Manos, 
Richard Kalvar, Raymond Depardon, Chris Steele Perkins, Bruno Barbey, 
Trent Park and Alex Webb. 

Street photography is an important part of Magnum’s heritage. From the early 
work of founding member Henri Cartier-Bresson to the contemporary colour 
work of Alex Webb, Magnum’s photographers have built longstanding careers 
on the freedom to document unchallenged. 
 
Recent developments in privacy laws and paranoia about terrorism, health and 
safety have raised serious questions about the right to take photographs 
without permission and the rights to publish without consent. The controversy 
has led to international campaigns to protect photographer rights, with Magnum 
photographers such as Stuart Franklin and Chris Steele-Perkins prominent 
figures in the often heated debate. 
 
This celebration of the art of candid photography is organised by FORMAT, 
Magnum Photos, and Birmingham National Photography Archive, and will tour 
to St Pancras International, Birmingham Bullring and other venues across UK. 
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FOCUS Exhibition 
QUAD Art Gallery 

 

In Public 
Derby Museum and Art Gallery 

 

Programme Highlights: EXPOSURE 
 

Street Life 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Columbus Circle © Orville Robertson 

Street photography survey show of works of international significance in a 
variety of media, from such world- renowned photographers as Amy Stein, 
Joel Meyerowitz, Michael Wolf, Zhao Liang, Polly Braden, Raghu Rai, 
Orville Robertson, and WassinkLundgren. 

 
© Nick Turpin 

In-Public was set up by Nick Turpin in 2000 to provide a home for Street 
Photographers, with the aim of promoting Street Photography and continuing to 
explore its possibilities. All of the 20 In-Public photographers featured in this 
exhibition have been invited to show their work because they have the ability to 
see the unusual in the everyday. The pictures remind us that, if we let it, over-
familiarity can make us blind to what is really going on in the world around us. 
Alongside a dynamic collection of images from each In-Public member, there 
will be the opportunity to view a new documentary film by Nick Turpin. The film 
features all of the artists and shares their wide variety of approaches to 
capturing the moment in public spaces.   
http://www.in-public.com/  

 
a diptych from the Street Life project 

 

An exhibition by young people from Derby working collaboratively with young 
people from the Seagull Foundation for the Arts in Kolkata, India. These 
exciting works are the ‘kneejerk’ responses to seeing each others’ cities through 
the camera. The young people from Derby and India on this project have been 
able to create new friendships and dialogues through social networking and 
sharing their passion for street photography. Funded by British Council and 
organised by QUAD lead artist Neil Kelly.  
 
Bishan Samaddar from Seagull in Kolkata will travel to be a portfolio reviewer in 
FORMAT11 and shadow FORMAT Artistic Director Louise Clements. The 
exhibition will tour to Kolkata in late 2011 where FORMAT and Seagull will hold 
Kolkata’s first portfolio review for practicing photographers. 
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Paul Hill EXPOSURE Award Winner: Mehraneh Atashi 

 

Photo-Festivals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tehran’s Self Portraits © 
Mehraneh Atashi 2008 

Tehran’s Self-Portraits, 2008
Mehraneh Atashi (Iran b. 1980) is an internationally acclaimed artist based in 
Tehran who has participated in major exhibitions around the world. Tehran’s 
Self-Portraits explores her experiences of living in a city that is changing quickly. 
Over the last 30 years Tehran’s population has grown from 5 to 15 million. In the 
process of expanding and being rebuilt, its cultural identity is shifting. In 
response, Atashi has tried to enable the city to make a portrait of itself in flux.  
To do this she tried to look through her Holga camera as if she was a statue, 
part of the fabric of the city. 
 

 

Photo-Festivals has been collaborating with FORMAT International Photo 
Festival since 2009 to bring together, every two years, some of the most 
talented and active collectives of photographers to celebrate and promote this 
emerging culture in the UK. 
 
During the past 10 years, photographers have been developing a new form of 
working, discussing and sharing their personal work. The collective is not only a 
dynamic platform for photographers to guarantee their independence and 
identity, but also a creative hub to produce collective artwork. 
 
The blog is dedicated to the work in progress of the six collectives which 
members are based in the UK. Commissioned by Yasmina Reggad. 
http://collectivesencounter.wordpress.com   
 
Participating collectives are: 
• ASA collective (members based in London) is teaming up with Wideyed 

Collective (members based in the North East region) 
• Vea-Collective (members based between London, Mexico, Madrid and 

Germany) 
• Human Endeavour (members based in Brighton) 
• The Photography Collective (members based in Birmingham) 
• Rawiya (members based across the Greater Middle East: between 

Palestinian territories, Lebanon, Iran and Jordan) 
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Mob FORMAT 

 

Editor’s Notes 
 

FORMAT 

FORMAT International Photography Festival takes place 
throughout Derby from 04 March to 03 April 2011. Derby will be 
hosting the UK’s leading international festival of contemporary 
photography and related media. With four previous successful 
FORMAT festivals, FORMAT11 is already programmed to be the 
largest international photography festival to date in the UK. 
The Festival’s theme for 2011 is RIGHT HERE RIGHT NOW: 
exposures from the public realm.. 
 
Curated around the theme of street photography the festival includes 
un-staged and candid photography that aims to investigate the social 
and political worlds of public realm. street photography is bridges 
everything from journalism, documentary, art, film and other genres, the 
essential ingredients though are intuition, observation and the ability to 
compose with space, time and place.  
 
FORMAT is curated by Louise Clements and organised by QUAD 
in partnership with: Derby City Council, Derby University, Derby 
Museums. Supported by: Arts Council of England, Magnum, 
Troika Editions, Esmee Fairbairn Foundation, Blurb, Foto8, Shoot 
Experience, New Art Exchange, Aicon, In-public, British Journal of 
Photography, Photo-Festivals, Birmingham National Photo Archive and 
John E. Wright. 
 
Festival Patrons: Brian Griffin and Joel Meyerowitz 

 
FORMAT was established in 2004, by Louise Clements and Mike 
Brown, and is now one of the UK's leading non-profit international 
contemporary festivals of photography and related media. The 
biennale programme celebrates the wealth of contemporary 
practice in international photography. FORMAT is the place to see 
an incredible range of new work alongside some  
of the best-known practitioners in the world. FORMAT is focused on 
developing opportunities for audiences to see, debate, develop and 
engage in the best of what photography is and can be. 
 
 

 QUAD 

QUAD is Derby’s centre for art and film, on the Market Place in Derby 
city centre. QUAD is a gallery, cinema, café bar and workshop that 
anyone can use. 
 
The £11 million QUAD building was a partnership between Derby City 
Council, Arts Council England, EM Media, European Union, East 
Midlands Development Agency, Derby and Derbyshire Economic 
Partnership, Derby City Partnership and Derby Cityscape.  
 
QUAD’s exhibitions programme to April 2010 can be downloaded in a 
new leaflet:  
www.derbyquad.co.uk/files/exhibitions_leaflet_to_april_2010.pdf 
 
 

 
 

 

International on-line web project consisting of themed sections for submissions.
  
Submissions to be shown on BBC big screen in Derby Market Place and in 
mobile exhibition around the city on Human Digital A Boards. 
 
A selection will be printed and displayed in a Hype-style gallery in a city centre 
pop-up location in daily evolving exhibition from 3,000+ images submitted from 
international contributors, and selected for exhibition by a high profile 
international jury. 
 
Dedicated section on FORMAT website: www.formatfestival.com  
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Contacts 
 

For further information / Use of pictures / Interviews 

Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6850 
Emily Airton: emily@ideageneration.co.uk  
Tani Burns: tani@ideageneration.co.uk  
 
 
 

Ends 
 

Websites 

 

www.ideageneration.co.uk 
For: 
• Online press office 
• Client list 
• Company contact details 

www.formatfestival.cm 
For: 
• Festival programme  
• Exhibition  information  


